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Second- and third-year students may receive credit for supervised research leading to a substantial independent research paper.  The following mandatory guidelines govern independent writing projects.  Additional requirements may be imposed by supervising faculty. 

1.
A student may earn a maximum of 4 credit hours for LAW 705 to be applied towards the 86 required credits for the JD degree.    There is no limit to the number of credits a student may earn for LAW 704.

2.
The completed LAW 704 01 or LAW 705 01 registration form must be received by the Registrar no later than the last day of Add/Drop in the semester in which the project is undertaken.  No extension of this deadline will be granted except under extraordinary circumstances and then only with the permission of the instructor and the Vice Dean.

3. Writing projects can be supervised by any full-time instructor at the Law School; or, with prior approval from the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, a Law School adjunct.
4. An important goal of the major paper requirement is to improve students’ writing skills.  Faculty supervisors should communicate this goal to students at the beginning of the process and reinforce it throughout the paper-writing process, especially after submission of the first draft.  Papers that satisfy the major paper requirement should evolve through four major stages, each of which should occur in consultation with the supervising faculty member:




a.     Topic Development:  The student should produce a succinct, coherent topic statement that sets out the thesis of the proposed paper. 

b. Outline:  The student should produce a reasonably comprehensive outline of the paper, including a statement of the basic steps in the argument, the major sources used, and the tentative conclusion or a comparable writing.

c. First Draft:  The student should produce a first draft of the paper in time for the supervising faculty member to make comments and for the student to respond to those comments in the form of a second draft.  Normally the first draft should be submitted to the supervising faculty member by the end of the 10th week of classes.

d. Final Draft:  The student should turn in the final draft of the paper by noon on the last day of exams for the registered semester, or as otherwise designated by the professor. 

5.
Moot Court team members will be awarded one graded credit of LAW 704 02 for writing the Spong problem.  Moot Court team members will be awarded one pass/fail credit of Law 704 02 for writing a tournament brief.  Moot Court team members should register for Law 704 02 in the semester in which they participate in a tournament.

	  Course
	Satisfies

Writing

Requirement
	Suggested

Paper     Length
	Credit

Earned
	Grade Type

	 LAW 704 01

 Legal Research
	      no
	  10 - 19         pages
	  One

Credit Hour
	Graded

	 LAW 705 01

 Legal Writing
	    yes
	  20 - 40         pages
	Two Credit Hours  
	Graded



	LAW 704 02

Moot Court Spong Problem
	     no
	   n/a
	One Credit Hour
	Graded

	LAW 704 02

Moot Court Tournament Brief
	     no
	   n/a
	One credit hour
	P/F


Please consult the supervising faculty member for specific paper length requirements.  These suggested paper lengths serve merely as a guide.
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