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JEFFREY BELLIN 
William & Mary Law School ⬧ 613 South Henry Street ⬧ Williamsburg, VA 23185 

757.221.7364 ⬧ jbellin@wm.edu 
 
Current Position 
 
William & Mary Law School         2012 - present 
Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Professor of Law 
Awards:  

• Walter Williams Jr. Memorial Teaching Award (2023, 2014) (vote of graduating class) 

• Cabell Research Professorship (2015, 2016, 2022) 

• Engh Research Professorship (2023); Scott Research Professorship (2019, 2021) 

• University Professor for Teaching Excellence (2017-2020) 

• McGlothlin Faculty Teaching Award (2018) 

• Plumeri Award for Faculty Excellence (2015) 

• Outstanding Faculty Award, State Council of Higher Education (2019)*  

*“The Commonwealth’s highest honor for faculty at Virginia’s public and private colleges and universities.” 

Recent Service:   Appointments Committee (Chair 2017-2018)   2015-23 
    Curriculum Committee     2023-2025  

Athletics Policy Advisory Committee     2019-22 
SCHEV Award Nominations Committee and Coach  2020, 2023 
University Prof. for Teaching Excellence Committee  2024 
Jefferson Teaching Awards Committee    2020, 2022 
McGlothlin Teaching Award Selection Committee  2019-20  
Creator and Cohost of Law School “Office Hours” Podcast 2018 
Clerkship Committee Chair     2016-17 

 
Courses Taught: Evidence, Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Professional Responsibility, Criminal Justice 
(seminar), Mass Incarceration (seminar)  
 
Academic Writing 

 

Selected Books 

MASS INCARCERATION NATION: HOW THE UNITED STATES BECAME ADDICTED TO PRISONS AND JAILS AND HOW 

IT CAN RECOVER (Cambridge University Press 2023) 

THE LAW OF EVIDENCE (2021) (casebook) 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE: CONSTITUTIONAL LIMITS ON POLICING (2023) (casebook) (with Adam Gershowitz) 

Volume 30B (Hearsay), FED. PRACTICE & PROC. (2017) (sole author of “Wright & Miller” volume on hearsay) 

Selected Articles / Essays 

On the Constitution of the War on Drugs, 134 YALE LAW JOURNAL (forthcoming 2025) (with Bennett Capers) 

Murder on the Hearsay Trail, 12 TEXAS A&M L. REV. (forthcoming 2025) 

The Needless Search for a Founding-Era “Hearsay” Definition, 57 U. MICH. J. L. REF. (forthcoming 2024) (symposium essay) 

Principles of Prosecutor Lenience, 102 TEXAS L. REV. 1541 (2024) (symposium essay) 

 

https://law.wm.edu/news/stories/2014/class-of-2014-honors-professor-bellin-with-williams-teaching-award.php
https://law.wm.edu/news/stories/2018/professor-jeffrey-bellin-receives-mcglothlin-award-for-exceptional-teaching.php
https://www.wm.edu/news/stories/2019/bellin-recognized-with-virginia-outstanding-faculty-award.php
https://soundcloud.com/user-36623013/sets/office-hours
https://massinc.pages.wm.edu/
http://www.amazon.com/Law-Evidence-Jeffrey-Bellin/dp/B08C7GGMM2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C1J3HLRT/ref=sr_1_8
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Selected Articles / Essays (Continued) 

A Proposal to Eliminate Rule 609, 92 FORDHAM L. REV. 2471 (2024) (written submission to Federal Advisory 
Committee), with accompanying oral presentation published at 92 FORDHAM L. REV. 2375 (2024) 

The Volume Problem, 65 WM. & MARY L. REV. 777 (2024) (introduction for Mass Incarceration Nation symposium) 

The Superfluous Rules of Evidence, 76 VANDERBILT L. REV. 1769 (2023) (symposium essay) 

Plea Bargaining’s Uncertainty Problem, 101 TEXAS L. REV. 539 (2023) 

Sentencing in an Era of Plea Bargains, 102 NORTH CAROLINA L. REV. 179 (2023) (with Jenia Turner) 

A World Without Prosecutors, 13 CALIF. L. REV. ONLINE 1 (2022) (symposium essay) 

Pure Privacy, 116 NORTHWESTERN UNIV. L. REV. 463 (2021) 

The Evidence Rules that Convict the Innocent, 106 CORNELL L. REV. 305 (2021) 

The Modest Impact of the Modern Confrontation Clause, 89 TENN. L. REV. 67 (2021) (with Diana Bibb) 

Theories of Prosecution, 108 CALIF. L. REV. 1203 (2020) 

Defending Progressive Prosecution, 39 YALE L. & POLICY REV. 218 (2020) 

Expanding the Reach of Progressive Prosecution, 110 J. CRIM. L. & CRIMINOLOGY 707 (2020) (symposium essay) 

The Changing Role of the American Prosecutor, 18 OHIO ST. J. CRIM. L. 329 (2020) (edited presentation to elected DAs) 

Fourth Amendment Textualism, 118 MICH. L. REV. 233 (2019) 

The Power of Prosecutors, 94 N.Y.U. L. REV. 171 (2019) 

Policing the Admissibility of Body Camera Evidence, 87 FORDHAM L. REV. 1425 (2019) (with Shevarma Pemberton) 

Reassessing Prosecutorial Power through the Lens of Mass Incarceration, 116 MICH. L. REV. 835 (2018) 

The Silence Penalty, 103 IOWA L. REV. 395 (2018) 

The Right to Remain Armed, 93 WASHINGTON UNIV. L. REV. 1 (2015) 

Trial by Google: Judicial Notice in the Information Age, 108 NORTHWESTERN L. REV. 1137 (2014) (with Andrew Ferguson) 

The Inverse Relationship between the Constitutionality/Effectiveness of NYC Stop and Frisk, 94 BOSTON UNIV. L. R. 1495 (2014) 

The Case for eHearsay, 83 FORDHAM L. REV. 1317 (2014) (symposium essay), with accompanying presentation to federal 
Advisory Committee on Evidence, 83 FORDHAM L. REV. 1163, 1205 (2024) 

Attorney Competence in Age of Plea Bargaining and Econometrics, 12 OHIO ST. J. CRIM. L. 153 (2014) 

eHearsay, 98 MINNESOTA L. REV. 7 (2013) 

Facebook, Twitter, and the Uncertain Future of Present Sense Impressions, 160 UNIV. PENN. L. REV. 331 (2012) 

The Incredible Shrinking Confrontation Clause, 92 BOSTON UNIV. L. R. 1865 (2012) 

Applying Crawford’s Confrontation Right in a Digital Age, 45 TEX. TECH. L. REV. 33 (2012) (symposium essay) 

Crime-Severity Distinctions and the Fourth Amendment, 97 IOWA L. REV. 1 (2011) 

Widening Batson’s Net, 96 CORNELL L. REV. 1075 (2011) (with Junichi Semitsu) 

Is Punishment Relevant After All? 90 BOSTON UNIV. L. REV. 2223 (2010) 

Reconceptualizing the Fifth Amendment Prohibition of Adverse Comment on Silence, 71 OHIO ST. L.J. 229 (2010)  
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Professional Appointments 

American Law Institute Elected Member       2022 - present 

Affiliated Faculty, William & Mary Center for Racial & Social Justice   2020 - present 

U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fourth and D.C. Circuits     2014-15 and 2017-18 
Appointed Special Counsel to investigate judicial misconduct complaints  

American Assn. of Law Schools’ Section on Evidence: Exec. Committee  2015-2020 

Member of the California Bar         

Selected Legal Work Experience 

Latham & Watkins San Diego, CA          
Litigation Associate 

United States Attorney’s Office Washington, DC       
Assistant United States Attorney  

Merrick B. Garland, U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit     
Law Clerk 

Education 

Stanford Law School,  J.D., Order of the Coif, “First-Year Honor” 

Columbia University, B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Departmental Honors (Political Science) 

Selected Popular Writing 

WASHINGTON POST How the Supreme Court Can Change Politics as Usual   January 2016 

What the McDonnell Verdict Says About U.S. Politics    September 2014 

NBC News   The Road to End Mass Incarceration     January 2023 

CNN   The ‘McConnell Principle’ /The Right Justice for a Divided Country   March /April 2016  

America’s Public Corruption Problem      April 2015 

A Key Lesson from the Garner and Ferguson Cases     December 2014  

How ‘Duty to Retreat’ Became ‘Stand Your Ground    March 2012 

USA TODAY  It’s Too Easy to Push Minorities Off Juries     December 2017 

   ‘Serial’ Should Release Bergdahl Interviews     August 2016 

SCOTUSBLOG  Samia v. United States (3-part series)     June 2023 

Torres v. Madrid (3-part series)      March 2021 

JUDICATURE  Can Judges Help Ease Mass Incarceration?      March 2024 

LAW360  We Can Ensure Public Safety and Still Reduce Incarceration   Feb. 2023 

How Do We Know If Prosecutors Are Doing a Good Job?    March 2019 

SLATE   A Hidden Danger in the Trump Prosecutions    Aug. 2023 
Waiting for Justice       Feb. 2018 

THE CONVERSATION Understanding Mass Incarceration in the US    March 2023 

Trump’s Indictment Stretches Legal System /What Trump’s Charges Mean  March / April 2023 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-supreme-court-has-a-chance-to-change-politics-as-usual/2016/01/21/1a6f617e-bfa9-11e5-bcda-62a36b394160_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-mcdonnell-verdict-shows-how-easily-prosecutors-may-criminalize-politics/2014/09/05/3128202a-3519-11e4-9e92-0899b306bbea_story.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/biden-show-nonviolent-jan-6-rioters-mercy-end-mass-incarceration-rcna64552
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/12/opinions/mcconnell-principle-bellin/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/18/opinions/merrick-garland-politics-bellin/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/07/opinions/bellin-menendez-political-prosecution/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/12/08/opinion/bellin-prosecutors-killings-by-police/index.html?hpt=hp_t1
http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/21/opinion/bellin-stand-your-ground-law/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/policing/2017/12/14/jury-selection-race-policing-usa-discrimination/706549001/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2016/08/30/serial-npr-bergdahl-interviews-media-court-case-column/89555494/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/06/divided-court-finds-generic-redactions-sufficient-to-admit-confessions-of-non-testifying-codefendants/
http://www.scotusblog.com/2021/03/divided-court-issues-bright-line-ruling-on-fourth-amendment-seizures/
https://judicature.duke.edu/articles/can-judges-help-ease-mass-incarceration/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1571722/we-can-ensure-public-safety-and-still-reduce-incarceration
https://www.law360.com/articles/1143620
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2023/08/trump-prosecutor-criminal-trial-evidence-disclosure.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/02/a-new-way-mandatory-minimum-sentences-have-been-demonstrated-to-severely-warp-justice.html
https://theconversation.com/understanding-mass-incarceration-in-the-us-is-the-first-step-to-reducing-a-swollen-prison-population-200041
https://theconversation.com/trumps-indictment-stretches-us-legal-system-in-new-ways-a-former-prosecutor-explains-4-key-points-to-understand-198970
https://theconversation.com/what-trumps-business-fraud-charges-mean-a-former-prosecutor-explains-the-34-felony-counts-and-obstacles-ahead-for-manhattans-da-203319
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Selected Lectures and Academic Presentations (since 2019) 

 
Cardozo Law School, CrimFest 2024, Criminal Procedure as the Law of Cooperation  July 2024 

Georgetown Univ., Privacy Law Scholars Conf., Criminal Procedure as the Law of Cooperation May 2024 

University of Michigan, Journal of Law Reform Symposium, Crawford at 20   March 2024 

Wake Forest, Law School Faculty Speaker Series, Murder on the Hearsay Trial   Feb. 2024 

University of Texas, Law Review Symposium, Mercy and the Law    Jan. 2024 

Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Evidence, Priorities for Change  Oct. 2023 

“Mass Incarceration Nation”          

St. George Tucker Lecture, William & Mary      Sept. 2023 

Duke Law School, “Novel Justice” Book Series     April 2023 

Podcasts:  Decarceration Nation   New Books Network   Everyday Injustice  Jan. - Feb. 2023 

William & Mary Law Review Symposium      Feb. 2023 

Vanderbilt Law School, Faculty Speaker Series     Feb. 2022 

“Sentencing in an Era of Plea Bargains”  

Georgia Law School, Faculty Speaker Series      Jan. 2023 

ABA/AALS Criminal Justice Conference       Dec. 2022 

Vanderbilt University, Law Review Symposium, Reimagining the Evidence Rules  Nov. 2022 

Pennsylvania Judicial Conference, Confrontation Clause      Sept. 2022  

Judicature (Duke Law School), Plea Bargaining Roundtable (published remarks)  Aug. 2022  

Fordham Law School, Ethics Schmooze       June 2021, June 2023 

Northwestern Law School, Progressive Prosecutor Symposium (lunch keynote)   March 2020 

“Critical Evidence Reform” 

AALS Annual Meeting          Jan. 2022 

Law & Society, Annual Meeting        May 2021 

Vanderbilt Law School, Summer Evidence Workshop    

Commentator          August 2021 

 The Evidence Rules that Convict the Innocent       May 2019 

Unavailability Workshop, Casebook Selection       July 2021 

“Excited Utterance” Podcasts 

 The Evidence Rules that Convict the Innocent     Oct. 2020 

 The Silence Penalty (Sept. 2017)         

AALS Annual Meeting/Federalist Society Conf., Fourth Amendment Textualism  Jan. 2020 

Duke Law School, Criminal Justice Book Conference      Jan. 2020 

“With Good Reason,” Podcast interview on electronic evidence: Emoji in Court  Jan. 2020 

Annual Meeting of Elected Louisiana District Attorneys, Just Prosecution   Nov. 2019 

SMU Law School, Faculty Speaker Series       October 2019 

Ex Cathedra Podcast, Advice for Junior Scholars      August 2019 

Ipse Dixit Podcast, Fourth Amendment Textualism      June 2019 

Neighborhood Criminal Law Roundtable*       2014 - present 

*regular presenter/commentator at annual event that rotates between Duke, UVA, W&M, and area schools 

https://decarcerationnation.com/137-jeffrey-bellin-mass-incarceration/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/mass-incarceration-nation
https://www.davisvanguard.org/2023/01/everyday-injustice-podcast-episode-183-jeffrey-bellin-talks-mass-incarceration-nation/
https://judicature.duke.edu/articles/plea-bargains-efficient-or-unjust/
https://excitedutterance.com/listen/2020/10/5/94-jeffrey-bellin
https://excitedutterance.com/listen/2017/9/1/31-jeffrey-bellin
https://www.withgoodreasonradio.org/episode/emojievidence/
https://play.acast.com/s/ipse-dixit/ex-cathedra-4-jeffrey-bellin-on-legal-scholarship-and-teachi
https://shows.acast.com/ipse-dixit/episodes/jeffrey-bellin-on-fourth-amendment-textualism

